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overview ofthe course

course description

This is an introductory course to Bible study methods and bible
interpretation. Since every word of Scripture is "breathed out by God"
(2 Tim. 4:12), it's extraordinarily important that we learn how to
understand it so we can live according to it. This class will give
students both a high view of Scripture and the interpretational tools
necessary to apply the truth of Scripture to every area of their lives.

course objectives

1. To exalt the Word of God so that every student may view it in
its rightful place in their lives

2. To treat the Word of God in such a way that it develops in the
student a longing and love for the Scriptures.

3. To provide a practical and effective process for Bible Study
that will prepare the student for a lifetime immersed in the
Scriptures.

4. To equip the student with accurate and practical principles of

interpretation so that the entire Word of God is
understandable and accessible to them.

5. To establish the expectation that all Scripture is to be
practically applied so that the student will properly practice
what they study.

6. To interact in such a way that every student loves God more
twelve weeks from now than they do today.

course schedule



Course Overview LBB b pp. 13-37
June 20 Introduction Psalm 119
My Rel. w/ the BibleO
Introduction Mem. Books of the Bible
June 27 Presuppositions Philippians: 3 diff. trans.

Defining Terms
Getting to Know Your Bible Read Haggai and Ezra

July 11 Bible Translations LBB D pp. 38-50
Introduction to the Process
Preparation 25 Obs. on book: Phil.
July 18 Observation LBB B pp. 51-99
Books and Paragraphs

Observation LBB B pp. 100-146

July 25 Sentences 25 Obs. on Eph. 5:18
Words

Interpretation

August 1 Grammar

Interpretation
August 8 Word Studies

Interpretation
August 15 Putting it Together

Interpretation

August 22 Putting it Together
Problems
August 29 Meditation
September 5 Application
September Application
12

course reading
required books



¥ Bible (NASB, ESV, NKJV, NIV)
¥ Living by the Book, by Howard Hendricks

suggestions for further study

Grasping God® Word, by J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hays
¥ Protestant Biblical Interpretation, by Bernard Ramm

¥ Basic Bible Interpretation, by Roy B. Zuck

¥ Evangelical Hermeneutics, by Robert Thomas

®

course assignme nts

Each week there will be short assignments to help you
internalize what we have been learning in class. This will include
reading different portions of Living by the Book each week as well as
other tasks such as writing down observations, doing contextual
research, or outlining certain passages. These assignments will not
receive a Qyrade,Obut you will be asked to turn them in and you will
receive feedback on them. These assignments are not required for
you to be a part of the class, but if you desire to take any of the other
courses we will offer you will be expected to complete the weekly
assignments as they are the best way to truly learn the material (and
that is our goalEnot simply the completion of a QlassQ.

course prOJect

At the end of the twelve-week class you may do an exegetical
project on a passage of your choice to practice what you have learned.
| would suggest doing this, because it will help to solidify the principles
you have learned, and provide an opportunity for feedback and
clarification if you have not fully understood something. However,
this project is completely optional.

The project must be done on a passage of no fewer than two and
no more than five verses, and must come from one of the New
Testament epistles. At the end of the course, more details will be
provided for those who desire to complete this project. But, here is
the basic expectation:

format
Typed, double spaced, twelve-point Times New Roman font, with one-
inch margins

basis of content
1. Selected passage observational analysis:
a) Read through the book 10x



b) Notes on passage (diagram of passage)
c) Outline of passage

. Selected passage contextual analysis:

a) Historical background readings (approximately 50 pages)
b) Analysis of book context

c) Analysis of section context

d) Analysis of preceding and subsequent passage

e) Analysis of paragraph

. Selected passage word study and grammatical analysis:

a) Word StudyN what the words mean in their context

b) GrammarN how the words are connected together in their
context

. Selected passage synthesis, exegetical outline, and main point:
a) Synthesize the passageN from the author® point of view

b) Exegetical outline

c) Main point

. Selected passage applications:

a) To your own life

b) To your home environment

c) To your personal relationships
d) To your work context

e) To your church ministry

f) To your evangelistic outreach



why do you study your bible?

why do you not study your bible?

Qvhy is it important for me to study my bible?0

1 timothy 4:12
1 peter 2:2

psalm 119:9



how do you read the bible?

A man once made the comment to me: (Most people read their
Bibles the same way they read the newspaper.O This observation
stopped me dead in my tracks as | came to realize that that is exactly
how | read the Bible. Every day we read hundreds and thousands of
words, and we read them all differently. We read a blog differently
than we read a textbook, we read a newspaper differently than we
read a novel, and we read an instruction manual differently than we
read a love letter. And in addition to all of this, our increasingly visual
culture continues to create more and more people who may be
literate, but have no idea how to really read.

How do you read the Bible?
Like a Text Message
Like an Email

Like a Formal Letter
Like a Magazine

Like a Newspaper

Like a Novel

Like a History Book
Like a Children® Story
Like an Encyclopedia

K K K K K K K K K

matthew 15:32-39

How do you read this text?

philippians 2:12-18

How do you read this text?



Often times we read the Bible and may feel like it®@ boring.
However it@ not the content that is boring or un-impactful, it®@ the way
we are reading it. If you read the Bible in a boring way, you should
expect to be bored! The Bible isn® meant to just be read, it is to be
studied. When we view the Bible as the very Words of God, we begin
to treat it differently. We no longer see our Bibles as a chore to be
done or a goal to be accomplished, but a rich and deep reservoir of
wisdom and truth to be entered into by diligent, dedicated study.

O'he Bible, however, is the Word of God, and it is not boring. We
simply need to learn how to read it with more insight and
understanding.O
Grasping God® Word, p. 28

pre SUppOSItIOﬂS
are presuppositions bad?

Every worldview has presuppositions. For some reason,
however, presuppositions have come to be looked on as suspect and
as an act of intellectual dishonesty. However, to maintain true
intellectual integrity one must not deny the presence of
presuppositions, but simply recognize them. Even an argument that
claims total objectivity carries with it the presupposition that absolute
objectivity is possible by humans (among others). So, recognizing the
circular nature of what we believe about the Word of God and its role
in our lives, before we ever enter into a study of the Scriptures we
must first clarify those beliefs. A discussion regarding GvhyOwe
believe these things is appropriate (and will be discussed in other
classes), but for the purpose of this class we are going to simply
recognize these presuppositions, understanding that how we study t
he Bible will be built upon this foundation of what we believe the Bible
is.

verbal inspiration
God superintended the human authors of the Bible so that they

composed and recorded without error His message to mankind in the

words of their original writings.

¥ The word GuperintendedOallows for the spectrum of

relationships God had with the writers and the variety of
material. His superintendence was sometimes very direct and
sometimes less so, but always it included guarding the writers so
that they wrote accurately.




¥ The word GomposedOshows that the writers were not passive
stenographers to whom God dictated the material, but active
writers.

¥ Qwithout errorOexpresses the Bible® own claim to be truth (John
17:17)

authority

O'he authority of Scripture means that all the words in Scripture
are God® words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word
of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.OWhile every part of the
Bible does not necessarily speak authoritatively as a law book (i.e. the
book of Acts), it is all authoritatively true. This means that when it
does speak authoritatively, we are to obey because it is God who
commands us, and that when it doesn® speak authoritatively we still
learn from the principles present and apply them to our lives
understanding that they were written for a specific reason and we are
to act accordingly. For this type of authority to exist, we must believe
that there is only one correct interpretation (although there may be
many different applications) for any given passage, and we must strive
to arrive at that correct interpretation so we can apply its truth with
confidence.

G50 we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. But know this first
of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one® own
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human
will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.O
2 Peter 1:19-21

inerrancy

The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in the original
manuscripts and correctly interpreted does not affirm anything that is
contrary to fact. Very simply, this means that the Bible always tells
the truth, and that it never states anything false about anything that it
talks about. This does not mean that the Bible tells us every
exhaustive piece of information on any topic it touches, but simply that
every piece of information it does state about every topic it covers is
true. This doctrine can be traced back to the character of God. Really,
the equation is fairly simple. If every word in the Bible was verbally
inspired (reathed® by God (2 Timothy 3:16) and God cannot lie
(Titus 1:2) than every word in the original manuscripts of the Bible
must be true.




infallibility

Being infallible means that the Bible carries within it the quality
of being unfailing or unable to err. On the one hand, this is the quality
of the Scriptures that results in inerrancy: the Bible is internally non-
contradictory and doctrinally consistent and thus is inerrant. Since it
is infallible, the Bible does not have any true contradictions within
itself. While people may claim that it has contradictions or
inaccuracies, either the interpretation or the logic involved is faulty
because the Word is truth (John 17:17). Secondly, this also means
that the Bible always achieves what it was purposed to achieve. God
unfailingly will achieve the purpose for which He set out when He
breathed the words of Scripture.

5o will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return
to Me empty, without accomplishing what | desire, and without
succeeding in the matter for which | sent it.O
Isaiah 55:11

illumination

The Holy Spirit not only was the source of verbal inspiration so s
to give the authors of Scripture the words to write, but He is also the
source of illumination so as to help those who read the Word of God
today to correctly understand, interpret and apply it. The Holy Spirit is
the only one who can ultimately teach us the Word of God, and
without the help of the Holy Spirit we are incapable of truly
understanding His truth. The Holy Spirit opens up our eyes and hearts
to the truths contained in the Scriptures, which leaves every reader for
all of history completely dependent upon the Spirit to understand the
Word of God. This does not mean that the Spirit provides a GpiritualO
understanding of the Word of God that otherwise makes no sense, but
the Spirit works together with our diligent study and consistent reason
to illuminate the Scriptures to our hearts.

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.
And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught
by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.O
1 Corinthians 2:12-13




clarity

Psalm 119:130 says, Orhe unfolding of your words gives light; it
imparts understanding to the simple.O This verse, among many
others, illustrates the Bible® presupposition that even those with poor
judgment can receive knowledge and heart change from studying the
Scriptures. This doctrine is called the clarity of Scripture, and it can be
stated: the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to
be understood by all who will read it seeking God® help and being
willing to follow it. This means that while it is important to pursue
every avenue available to help us understand and apply the Scriptures
to our lives, the final authority on Scripture is not a Bible scholar but
Scripture itself. In addition, this doctrine makes clear that our
confusion with certain passages is not a problem with the Bible, but
the result of mistakes of our own: either mistakes in hermeneutics
(the methods of interpretation), mistakes in character (our own sinful
desires affecting our interpretation), or mistakes in arguing from
silence (seeking to make affirmations where Scripture itself is silent).

sufficiency

Many people today think that the Bible is a great source of
wisdom, but that other disciplines such as psychology, sociology, or
philosophy are necessary to live a full life. However, the Bible
indicates that it alone is all that we need for life and godliness (2 Pet.
1:3). While we do not have the ability to know all there is to know
about God or life (Deut. 29:29), if we ever face a problem or need
instruction, the Bible contains all that is necessary to make a godly
decision. This means that any attempt to integrate other philosophies
with the Bible will result in a perversion of the answer we seek, which
is available in God® Word alone. This doesn® mean that we refuse to
listen to other ideologies, it simply means that we critique those
ideologies and base our own lives and worldview on the Bible alone.
This doctrine, known as the sufficiency of Scripture, can be stated:
Scripture contains all the words of God we need for salvation, for
trusting him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly. Since all of our
life is to be lived in obedience due to our trust in Him through our
salvation, the Bible is central and sufficient for every aspect of our life.



defining terms

hermeneutics

The word hermeneutics is derived from the Greek word
hermeneuo and the Greek noun hermeneia. It has the basic meaning
Qo explain, translate, or interpret.O

Roy Zuck provides insight into the history of these words:
O'hese words point back to the wing-footed messenger-god Hermes in
Grecian mythology. He was responsible for transmuting what is
beyond human understanding into a form that human intelligence can
grasp. He is said to have discovered language and writing and was the
god of literature and eloquence, among other things. He was the
messenger or interpreter of the gods, and particularly of his father
Zeus. Thus the verb hermeneuo came to refer to bringing someone to
an understanding of something in his language (thus explanation) or in
another language (thus translation)(Roy B. Zuck, Basic Bible
Interpretation, 19).

The word used in the modern setting refers to the methods,
techniques, rules, or principles used to interpret a passage of the
Bible. It defines the proper rules that are needed for accurate
interpretation.

Hermeneutics, therefore, is both a science and an art. As a science, it
enunciates principles, investigates the laws of thought and language,
and classifies its facts and results. As an art, it teaches what
application these principles should have, and establishes their
soundness by showing their practical value in the elucidation of the
more difficult Scriptures. The hermeneutical art thus cultivates and
establishes a valid exegetical procedure.

Milton S. Terry, Biblical Hermeneutics, 20

Hermeneutics is a necessary human discipline. Since interpreters
are not inspired (nor omniscient), the proper rules of interpretation
must be applied in order to (bridge the gapObetween the mind of the
interpreter and the mind of the biblical writer. Bernard Ramm
(Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 4) writes:

(People of the same culture, same age, and same geographical
location understand each other with facility. Patterns of meaning and
interpretation commence with childhood and early speech behaviour,
and by the time adulthood is reached the principles of interpretation
are so axiomatic that we are not aware of them. But when the
interpreter is separated culturally, historically, and geographically from
the writer he seeks to interpret, the task of interpretation is no longer




facile. The greater the cultural, historical, and geographical
divergences are, the more difficult is the task of interpretation. In
reading the Bible we find ourselves with a volume that has great
divergences from us.O

The QlivergencesOthat the interpreter will encounter include:

Language. Language is the most obvious divergence the
interpreter will face. The Old Testament was written in
Hebrew and Aramaic; the New Testament in Greek.

Culture, manners, and customs. Many practices recorded in
the Old and New Testament may appear strange to the
interpreter who is not aware of the vast culture-gap that
exists between today@® interpreter and the biblical writers and
their audiences. While Middle Eastern interpreters can more
easily identify with these manners and customs, those in the
Americas, Europe, Africa, and the Far East will have greater
difficulty. Moreover, those with an urban background will
have greater difficulty than those who are familiar with a rural
context.

Geography. The geography of the Bible provides the stage
upon which the works of God have taken place. Yet the vast
majority of interpreters are far removed in their
understanding of these Bible lands (the Ancient Near East).

Time/Chronology. Thousands of years have passed since the
writing of the books of the Bible. We cannot ask the authors
what they meant when they wrote the various books of the
Bible. With the passing of so much time come great changes
in all areas of life. We must recognize this time gap and
instead of reading our outlook upon life back into their time
period we must place ourselves in their place in history and
seek to understand their message in that time.

Literary. The Bible uses various forms of literature (discussed
below) that are not familiar to our way of writing (e.g.:
Psalms or Proverbs). We must understand these various
styles so that we can understand what the author was
seeking to communicate.



exegesis

The word comes from the Greek word euxegeomai. This word is
a compound word that means Qo lead out/out of.O Thomas writes,
Ohe literal sense of the verb found in Greek lexicons includes such
meanings as QeadOand Ghow the way.OThe metaphorical senses
listed by various sources include Qunfold,Oharrate,OQieclare,O
Onterpret,OQell,0Qeport,0and Qlescribe.OThese latter meanings
conceive of an intellectual type of leading or a leading of the
understandingO(Robert L. Thomas, Introduction to Exegesis, 11).

Exegesis may be defined as the determination of the meaning of the
biblical text in its historical and literary contexts.
Roy B. Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, 19

So what is the relationship between hermeneutics and exegesis?

hermeneutics @ P  exegesis

The word refers to the actual application of the valid
principles of hermeneutics to a text of Scripture. In other words,
exegesis is the practice of the principles of hermeneutics. The goal of
exegesis is to bring out the GneaningOof the text. Therefore, one®
exegesis will only be as good as the hermeneutical principles that
support it.

Therefore, while hermeneutics will seek to describe the general
and special principles and rules which are useful in approaching the
Biblical text, exegesis will seek to identify the single truth-intention of
individual phrases, clauses, and sentences as they make up the
thought of paragraphs, sections, and, ultimately, entire books.
Accordingly, hermeneutics may be regarded as the theory that guides
exegesis; exegesis may be understood in this work to be the practice
of and the set of procedures for discovering the author® intended
meaning (Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward an Exegetical Theology, 47).

eisegesis

If exegesis is defined as Qhe determination of the meaning of
the biblical text in its historical and literary context,Oeisegesis can be
defined as Qhe determination of the meaning of the biblical text based
on our cultural and ideological context.O Exegesis is when the
meaning of the text is taken ut of the textOand subsequently applied
to our lives, but eisegesis is when the reader inserts his or her own
ideas and opinions Onto the textOmaking it say something that it was
not originally intended to say. While eisegesis is an obvious perversion




of Biblical interpretation, many gifted and intelligent men and women
continue to practice it, many times even unknowingly. As a result, we
must be careful and cautious as we approach the Biblical text to
determine exactly what the author meant by what was written, not
just what we want the author to have written.

In eisegesis, sound hermeneutics are replaced by preconceived
theological beliefs.

pre-determined @ }

, eisegesis
beliefs

grammatico/ historical method

Robert Thomas writes, O’he Grammatico-historical method of
exegesis is a study designed to discover the meaning of a text that is
dictated by the principles of grammar and the facts of history. This is
the method by which other books are interpreted. It seeks to find the
meaning which the authors of Scripture intended to convey and the
meaning comprehended by the recipientsEa more specific definition of
the Grammatico-historical method of Exegesis as applied to the Bible
is Ga study of inspired Scripture designed to discover under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit the meaning of a text dictated by the
principles of grammar and the facts of history@®
(Robert L. Thomas, Introduction to Exegesis, 23).

This is the method that drives our exegesis. In this class, we will
refer to this as the process for proper Bible study.

grammatico/ historical

hermeneutics @ exegesis
method

Or put another way:

process
principles @ P practice

The goal of the grammatico/historical method is to ascertain the
authorial intent. What did the author (superintended by the Holy
Spirit) intend to convey when he wrote the words? Who was he
writing to? Why was he writing it? What did the original recipients
understand when they read it? These are all questions that lead us to
being able to practice proper and true exegesis.



genre

Genre is another name for literary form. We interpret
everything we read through our understanding of the genre it belongs
to, whether we realize it or not. If we were to pick up a newspaper,
we would instinctively read a front-page story differently than we
would read an editorial; we would also read the comics with different
expectations than we would read the classifieds. Each of these types
of writing are different literary genres, and we understand (because of
the culture we live in) how we ought to read each of them. Similarly,
the Bible is full of many different genres of writing, which must be
taken into consideration when we interpret Scripture. Here is a list of
different literary genres found in Scripture:

Old Testament New Testament
Narrative Gospel Narrative
History Parable
Law Prophecy
Oracle of Salvation Old Testament Reference
Announcement of Judgment History
Apocalyptic Epistle
Lament Apocalyptic
Praise Prayer
Proverb
Non-Proverbial Wisdom

While we must be understand the different genres of Scripture
and treat each different passage accordingly if we are to correctly
interpret any given passage, we must also understand the different
genres if we are to correctly observe any given passage. While we are
to read Scripture differently than anything else we may read because
it is the Word of God, we cannot then assume that we are to read all
Scripture in the same way. Different genres require different types
and styles of reading and we must understand and appreciate that if
we will ever be able to study our Bibles in the way God designed it.

Genre, though often ignored completely, is actually the level of context
to which an interpreter should give the most attention. Everyone
engages in genre criticism, or classification, at some level. Audiences
simply cannot help but classify communications; even if they deem a
speech or writing as unworthy of attention.

Cracking Old Testament Codes, pp.23-24




